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Hey all,
Welcome to June and officially the dry season!
I’m sure you are all studying hard in preparation for your final
submissions and exams. Best of luck for this, we all hope you do
really well.
Just a reminder that we are currently in the noise curfew until 21st
June, so please respect those who still need to study right up to this
point, even if you have finished prior to this date.
For some of you, this is your last semester at CDU and therefore, at
IHD. It has been a pleasure to have you call IHD home and all the
staff here wish you well with your new life whether that is here in the
Territory or elsewhere.
For those of you staying on for semester 2, enjoy your well-deserved
time off! If you’re looking for a way to chill out, then join us on the
Kakadu Camping Trip (24th-26th June). Experience the beauty of
nature, indigenous culture and friendship on this awesome trip.
Monday 10th June is a public holiday, so the office will be closed. Please contact the Resident Leader if
you have any problems. The office will be open from Tuesday 11th June.
Til next time,
Kalindi Marnell
Business Manager, IHD
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Dragonfly Festival
In the Top End, the seasonal return of dragonflies
is considered a sign that the dry season has
arrived. Around the world, the dragonfly is a
symbol of change, transformation, adaptability &
self-realisation. The return of the Dry Season was
celebrated at IHD in true Territory style. Residents
enjoyed a cool afternoon on the lawns with music,
food and friends.
IHD Scholarships were awarded to three residents:
Hooman has continuously demonstrated
dedication to the promotion of harmonious
communal living and community engagement.
His academic success speaks for itself, adding
to his accolades, he was recently awarded “best
poster” at the HOPV19 Conference in Rome.
He has been an active member in the community,
and at the 2018 IHD Ball, he received the
community spirit award for his contributions
towards the IHD Community. You have definitely
made IHD and CDU proud.
Muriel is a person who has enthusiastically
embraced life at IHD. She’s energetic and
friendly, getting involved in a broad range of
IHD events and engaging socially with a broad
range of residents. She has found the mantra
for successfully balancing academic and social
pressures. She has been an active member in
the community, and at the 2017 IHD Ball, she
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was awarded the community spirit award for her
contributions made towards IHD.
Tak Yi is a resident who has been spreading love
and laughter all around the community and, with
her humble efforts, created strong bonds within
the community. She has demonstrated success in
balancing her academic and social commitments.
Live music performances by IHD residents left
everyone awestruck of the wonderful talent we
have at IHD. Jonathan, Nelson, Augusto, Leonito
struck the guitar chords, relaxing the audience
after a busy semester. Leigh played his didgeridoo,
creating calm and peaceful vibes. The music was
divine and so too was the home-cooked food. BBQ
entrées made the rounds, offering some iconic
Territory treats; crocodile, kangaroo and buffalo
meat. Everyone then tucked into a big meal with
egg salad, garden salad, tabouli, bread, chicken
wings, meatballs and potato bake on offer.
Apple pie and ice-cream as dessert provided
the finishing sweet touch. In the wake of the
increasing global plastic consumption, IHD took
baby steps in contributing for a better, plastic-free
future, encouraging residents to bring their own
dilly bag (many people used their IHD welcome
bag) with their plate and cutlery.
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IHD Scholarship recipients Hooman, Tak Yi and Muriel with IHD Head, Dr Philip Mosely

CLICK HERE FOR MORE PHOTOS ONLINE
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Global assessment
One million species at risk of extinction
A new international report has warned huge change is needed across the world to protect our way of life.
Otherwise, one million species could disappear from the face of the earth. The Intergovernmental Science-Policy
Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) global assessment reveals nature is declining at rates
previously unseen in human history.
“The health of ecosystems on which we and all other species depend is
deteriorating more rapidly than ever,” IPBES chair Sir Robert Watson said.

EXTINCT: Bramble Bay melomys

“We are eroding the very foundations of our economies, livelihoods, food security,
health and quality of life worldwide.”
Watson said it’s not too late to make a difference, but transformative change is
needed now, or global sustainability goals for 2030 will not be met.
“We mean a fundamental, system-wide reorganisation across technological,
economic and social factors, including paradigms, goals and values.”
The IPBES is an independent intergovernmental body established in 2012 by 94
governments that operates under the auspices of the United Nations.
The sobering report comes after three years of work from 145 expert authors,
building on a 2005 study and assessing global changes over the past 50 years.

EXTINCT: Christmas Island pipistrelle

The report found that around one million animal and plant species are now
threatened with extinction, more than ever before in human history.
Of the world’s estimated 5.9 million land-based species, more than 500,000 have
insufficient habitat for long-term survival.
The report is based on 15,000 scientific and government sources. It stated the
biggest drivers of environmental destruction are changes in land and sea use,
exploitation of organisms, climate change, pollution and invasive species.
Some of the sobering figures include that plastic pollution has increased 10-fold
since 1980 and up to 400 million tonnes of industrial waste is dumped in the
world’s waters every year. There are 400 “dead zones” in our oceans, caused by
fertilisers entering coastal ecosystems – a combined area larger than the UK.

EXTINCT: Christmas Island forest skink

The report noted that 60 billion tonnes of resources are extracted every year,
nearly double the amount in 1980.
In Australia, three native species have become extinct in the last decade; the
Bramble Bay melomys, Christmas Island pipistrelle and Christmas Island forest
skink. Scientists say 17 more could be wiped out in the next 20 years.
The Australian Conservation Foundation’s Basha Stasak wants the federal
government to implement a goal to protect 30% of Earth’s land and waters by 2030.
“The global assessment is clear – there are limits to the destructive human activity nature can withstand.
We are not just pushing those limits, we are breaking them at unprecedented rates,” Stasak said.
“Our next federal government must strongly argue for a global deal that has clear, measurable targets and
obligations that halt the extinction, ensure species populations recover and protect critical ecosystems.”
This article has been adjusted from the original, found here.

Enjoying the views of St. Peter’s
Basilica from Castel Sant’Angelo

Hooman heads to Italy
IHD Resident Hooman travelled to Rome, Italy in early May to attend the nanoGe 11th
International Conference on Hybrid and Organic Photovoltaics (HOPV19). Not only
was this his first time in ‘Caput Mundi’ (the Capital of the World), but he also walked
away with a win for all the hard work he has put into his PhD over the past two years.
Photovoltaics (PV) is the conversion of light into
electricity using semiconducting materials that
exhibit the photovoltaic effect, a phenomenon
studied in physics, photochemistry, and
electrochemistry. A photovoltaic system employs
solar panels, each comprising of several solar
cells, which generate electrical power. Solar PV
has specific advantages as an energy source: once
installed, its operation generates no pollution and
no greenhouse gas emissions, it shows simple
scalability in respect of power needs.
While HOPV19 focuses on providing scientists
and engineers from around the world with the
opportunity to share and discuss the latest
developments in hybrid and organic PV, the
keynote speakers and overall experience meant
so much more to Hooman.

“It also offers the ability for researchers to show
their work to other participants,” Hooman said.
“The conference was fruitful, as I got a lot of
new ideas about my field. However, some of the
experimental works from Cambridge University
have helped me to develop a new idea about
increasing perovskite solar cell stability by
simulation, which I will work on that in the
near future.”
“A lot of famous and prolific professors attended
the conference. The attendance of Prof. Miyasaka,
from the Toin University of Yokohama in Japan,
who previously introduced perovskite solar cells
to the world for the first time, was very interesting
for me.”
“Being a part of this conference gave me a lot
of motivation to work harder in my research.

‘‘
THIS CONFERENCE
GAVE ME A LOT OF

MOTIVATION TO

WORK HARDER

IN MY RESEARCH

‘‘

Hooman at the National Monument to Victor
Emmanuel II, the first King of a unified Italy
Taking advantage of his opportunity
to explore the busy streets of Rome

Hooman (middle) accepting Best Poster for
his entry at the HOPV19 Conference

Especially when I see other researchers from
around the world working on the same field
as myself.”
Perovskites are a class of materials that share a
comparable structure, which displays numerous
properties such as superconductivity. These easily
synthesised materials are considered the future of
solar cells, as their distinctive structure makes
them perfect for enabling low-cost, efficient PVs.
They are also predicted to play a role in next-gen
electric vehicle batteries, sensors and lasers.
Leading up to the Conference, participants had
the chance to present their research in a poster
format. A panel of prestigious referees selected
winners, of which Hooman was one.
“I presented a poster entitled ‘Study of Diffusion
Length of Charge Carriers in Perovskite Solar Cells’,”
he said. “My entry was awarded ‘Best Poster’ of the
conference, and I won 500€.”
“I am honoured to have won the highest prize
among the competitors from around the world,

including those from Oxford and Cambridge
Universities. I have much more motivation now
to publish more innovative papers and present
better work to show CDU as a very bright university
to the world.”
High on the back of a win and full of new ideas,
Hooman managed to take some time out to
explore Rome. After all, the fresh Spring air
of Rome and the buzzing food culture is an
experience in itself.
“This was my first time in Rome,” Hooman said.
“Rome is really beautiful, and every corner of the
city is attractive for tourists. I visited most of the
famous places such as the Colosseum, Roman
Forum and Pantheon after my conference.”
“Of course, Italian foods are very famous and
delicious. It was an awesome experience to eat
Italian pizza and pasta in Rome.”
You can read more about Hooman and his
time at IHD in this inhouse highlight article.

Prepare for your examsboss!

like a

With exams coming up, preparation techniques are on everyone’s mind. Memory games,
organisation, charts & lists: everyone’s got ideas on how to get top grades & survive the exam
period. Here’s some tips on how to best prepare for your exams…
1. Don’t leave it to the last minute & cram
This may sound obvious, but students make this
mistake over & over again. Memory works
2. Write summaries
by learning things over time & through
There’s no way you’re going to remember
repetition & that just can’t happen two
everything in your texts and you’re not
days before the exam. Instead, you
expected to. Isolate key concepts and evidence
need to give yourself a bit of time to
as you’re reading your texts, then summarise
let your study sink in. Write up an exam
that information into your own miniature
preparation schedule. Make sure you start
versions of the given texts. Even if you don’t
studying for an exam at least three weeks before
re-read the information, the act of writing
it begins, even if it’s just an hour per day.
it down will help you remember it.

4. Minimise

3. Graphics, rhymes & acrostic poems
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These are great ways to remember groups
of information. For example, if you need to
remember five contributing factors to the first
world war, you could break it down like this:
• Mutual Defence Alliances
• Imperialism
• Militarism
• Assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand
• Nationalism
Now, all you need to remember is ‘Mi man’.
Thanks, Rick & Morty.
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7. Manage anxiety
6. The Memory Palace
If Cicero & Sherlock Holmes used
it, it must be good, right? Basically,
the Memory Palace is a highly
effective way of storing information
by visually associating important
points with objects placed around
an imaginary space you create IN
YOUR MIND. Wild. Click here to
learn more about creating your
own Memory Palace.

OK, so if you haven’t studied at all &
it’s two days before the exam, your
anxiety is a rational response to underpreparation. However, if you’ve been
studying for weeks & you’ve got a good
grasp of the material, & you’re still freaking
out & unable to sleep; that’s a bad kind of anxiety.
Check out these tips for managing anxiety. Alternatively, you can
come & chat to Aman in the Office or go see the CDU’s student
counsellor at Equity Services.

9. Remember to take breaks & give
yourself rewards
Having a giant block of chocolate in your
cupboard & allowing yourself a piece every
hour of study is a great way to motivate
yourself, ensure regular breaks
& stay awake at the same time.
Going for a walk, stretching &
getting exercise is also important,
especially if you’re on a computer
for hours.

8. Study with others
Sometimes you might have missed something in your
notes that one of your peers has. Or, maybe you were
away for a lecture that had a crucial piece of information
in it. You won’t know unless you study together & swap
notes. A couple of brains are better than one, after all!

10. Uncouple your sense of self-worth
from the exam results
Remember, you are not the sum total of the results from
this one exam. Failing doesn’t make you less of a valuable
human being. You will experience a range of ‘failures’ in life.
Just remember to learn from each experience & study more
or differently in future.

I know it sounds crazy, but try & enjoy yourself! The challenge & speed of an exam
can actually make it a fun experience if you’ve done your preparation. Good luck!
JUNE 2019
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STRUNGOUT
research finds a quarter of uni students stressed daily
In contrast to the optimistic, laughing faces of
students you see on most university marketing
flyers and websites, a uni student’s life is no walk
in the park. It’s not supposed to be; the whole
purpose of enrolment is to be challenged, after all.
While he acknowledges that a little bit of stress
can be a good thing, Studiosity’s CEO Mike Larsen
believes that students today are populating a new
kind of struggle town. Research commissioned by
the online study support service has shown that
77% of students are stressed at least once a week,
with almost a quarter feeling stressed daily.
1000 Australian university students were
involved in the study, ranging from 18-50+ years,
and consisting of a mix of both domestic and
internationally enrolled students.
In terms of what students claimed was behind
the stress levels, 46% said the amount of study,
followed by paying for university (18%), the topics
being difficult (14%) and dealing with more
responsibility on their own (14%).
A similar study was commissioned last year by
the company. The amount of study was listed
as the biggest stressor in 2018, yet sat at only
34% overall. Paying for a degree has gone from
the fourth highest stressor (8%) to the second,
suggesting a tightening of financial pressures
JUNE 2019

among students. Data relating to challenging
course content and dealing with responsibility are
largely unchanged.
Respondents to the latest survey were given the
opportunity to provide recommendations on how
to combat stress. Perhaps unsurprisingly, the most
popular response by far was to extend exam and
assessment completion time.
“Most units start giving assignments around the
same time, forcing students to feel stressed as
they have too much work that needs to be done
in a short amount of time,” said one 19-year-old
respondent from NSW.
Another wrote: “It would be useful to have
someone or a support network to help people
study who never really learned how to do it on
their own.”
The data finds correspondences with a nationwide
survey released last year by headspace and the
National Union of Students, in which 70% of
students aged between 17-25 rated their mental
health as ‘poor’, with over one-third reporting
thoughts of suicide or self-harm.
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This article has been re-written
from the original, found here.
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CONGRATS!

Congratulations to all IHD Alumni who graduated in May -

you did it!
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IHD Resident, Durga (fifth from right), was recently awarded the
College of Engineering, Information Technology and Environment Award
for the Highest Academic Result by a postgraduate student in
ENG469 Structural Analysis at CDU. Congratulations, Durga!

Exam results
Charles Darwin University examination results are
scheduled to be released on Tuesday, 9 July 2019.
This can be an extremely stressful time for those who
have failed one or more units and it is vital that you
know where to go for support if required.
The University has a specialised department known as
the Academic and Liaison Unit (ALU) to assist students
with enrolment, examination rules and processes,
study plans and course progression plans. They can
assist with special examinations and reasonable
adjustment applications.
If you received fail grades in 50% or more of your
enrolled units, it is highly advisable that you make an
appointment to visit a Student Progression Officer
within ALU. For further information please visit
www.cdu.edu.au/leba/alu or contact the ALU or the
Student Progression Team directly.

Academic Liaison Unit
T: 8946 7357
E: alu@cdu.edu.au

Student Progression Team
T: 8946 7187
E: progression@cdu.edu.au

If you would like to talk to someone for assistance, you
can come to the IHD Office to speak to our Resident
Engagement Officer, Aman Kathed.
Alternatively, you could contact Equity Services on
8946 6288 and talk to their Counselling or Disability
services. Charles Darwin University also provides an outof-hours telephone crisis support line on 1300 933 393.
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Historic skies

A group of Residents ventured to the Darwin Aviation Museum.
Here they got up close to some of the most important aircrafts,
engines and relics that make up Darwin’s history, including one
of the world’s few surviving B-25 Mitchell Bombers.
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5 Reasons to Visit My Country

IHD Residents shared an evening learning about various countries & cultures from seven members
of the IHD Community.
Bibi (from the Netherlands), Vicky (from China), Drew (from Australia), Uday (from India), Azbir
(from Bangladesh), Harouna (from Niger) and Liana (from Vietnam) all provided engaging and
enlightening presentations on their home countries. Topics of interest ranged from traditional
foods to historical architecture to the support and encouragement of gay pride.
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Matile’s tips
For those who are leaving, here are some
tips to help you in getting your room ready
for departure.
Please make sure the clothes airer, water
bottle, doona, mattress protector and pillow
are left behind in the room for the final
inspection. Unclean rooms or missing items
will be charged to your account. Make sure all rubbish and disposal items are placed
into the skip bins outside Building 13.
Declutter
• Clear all items under the bed,
in the wardrobes & book
shelves & other crevices
• Discard all trash or
unwanted items
• Set aside items to give away/
donate/recycle
Organise
• Arrange bookshelves & items
on other surfaces
• Use basket to put dirty
laundry in (not on the floor)
• Wash your dirty dishes &
put away (eliminate ants/
cockroaches)
• Leave lamp unplugged on
the desk
Bed
• Strip the bedding & get it
laundered
• Flip mattress over & make the
bed with clean bedlinen
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Wall & Notice Board
• Remove any posters/notes/
pictures/photos that you put
up during your stay
• Clean & remove any marks
you’ve made on the walls &
the notice board
Bar Fridge
• Remove all food items in the
bar fridge
• Defrost & clean the bar
fridge if the ice and stains
build-up inside
Rubbish Bin
• Empty & clean inside the bin
• All rubbish/disposal items
have to be disposed at
Building 13 skip bin
Kitchen Drawer
• Remove all items from your
allocated drawers
• Clean and wipe inside
Floor
• Sweep/vacuum & then mop
the floor
• Clean any visible stains you
caused during your stay
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Dust
• Clean ceiling fan, top of
shelves, desk & other surfaces
• Remove air-con filters & clean
the dust off
• Wipe the inside of the door
• Dust the skirting boards,
corners & curtains of
the room
Ensuites
• Clean the wall tiles/glass
partition of the shower
• Wash the shower curtain
• Clean & scrub inside the
toilet bowl
• Wipe & clean the seat/lid &
toilet system as well as the
surrounding walls
• Wipe & clean the mirror &
the cabinet
• Clean & scrub the sink &
the vanity
• Scrub & mop the entire floor
of the bathroom
Glass
• Clean the windows/sills &
louvers/sills of your room
• Clean the mirror (if any)
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Talent on show
IHD’s Got Talent saw a range of performances by residents;
from traditional dances to contemporary cover songs.
Yao, Sudhamsha and Rijil took to the floor separately
to showcase a dance routine, the latter two performing
traditionally styled choreography. Emma and Cassie each
covered beautiful songs in Chinese, while Jonathan and Nelson
accompanied their individual vocals with the acoustic strums
of a guitar. Finally, Leigh stepped-up with his didgeridoo,
producing Territory sounds which echoed through the room.
When the pizza finished, so too did the crowd voting.
Rijil was awarded 1st prize (a $50 Casuarina Square voucher),
Leigh placed 2nd and Yao was named as 3rd (both receiving
movie tickets).
Congratulations and thank you to all participants who stepped
up to perform and made this event possible.
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CLICK HERE TO SEE MORE ONLINE
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Jack got up close and personal with an albino carpet python at the NT Department of
Trade, Business & Innovation, for whom he is a StudyNT Ambassador, 2019

RL Rundown
Making the journey from his home province of Shaan Xi in China, Jack was drawn to
Darwin for its climate and proximity to Asia. Well, that and the excitement of possibly
experiencing a cyclone to “feel the power of nature”.
Jack’s professional drive and cultural attraction
to the Territory has landed him at Charles Darwin
University, where he is currently studying a Master
of Professional Accounting (Professional Practice).
“Accounting is the language of business,” Jack said.
“Studying accounting can help me to understand
what business is about.
Besides, I’m kind of into
numbers and want to be a
financial consultant one day to
help develop an organisation
by financial means.”

from home makes me miss the food so much.
Although I can cook, some ingredients are very
hard to find here. I just have to make do.”
“I am a multi-tasker, so balancing study with other
commitments is no problem for me. The most
important aspect of this is that I enjoy studying.”

Unlike some residents,
Jack hasn’t struggled with
homesickness; he knows to
keep himself busy and is a
self-professed effective
multi-tasker. He’s also a whiz
in the kitchen, despite the
gourmet differences between
China and Australia.
“China is known for its cuisine,
and we Chinese are foodlovers,” he said. “Living away

A lover of food, Jack was sure to try
many delicacies in Kuala Lumpur, 2017

Jack can now add ‘Resident
Leader’ to his list of multitasking, as he transitioned
into the position at the start
of 2019.
“Being a Resident Leader
is both an honour and
an obligation,” Jack said.
“It has offered me many
opportunities to learn useful
skills, and meet new people
and thereby make new
friends. Also, IHD generously
provides RLs with various
valuable training. By being an
RL, I can not only learn Aussie
workplace culture but also
expand my social circle.”

MY FAVOURITE

Jack enjoying local street
food in Kuala Lumpur, 2017

CHILDHOOD

MEMORY
“WHEN I WAS ABOUT 6-YEARS-OLD, MY
PARENTS TOOK ME TO ANOTHER PROVINCE
ON VACATION. I MET A VERY KIND &
KNOWLEDGEABLE SENIOR WHO TOLD ME
HIS UNIQUE & FANTASTIC EXPERIENCES
SUCH AS ENCOUNTERING ALIENS, MEETING
A FLYING PERSON & CONTROLLING HIS
DREAMS. MAYBE HE IMAGINED THOSE
EXPERIENCES, BUT LISTENING TO THOSE
STORIES MADE ME SO HAPPY & HELPED
EXPAND MY IMAGINATION.”

While being an RL is rewarding, like any job, it also has it’s ‘what-the’ moments.
“When I was doing a day shift, and on my way to the office, before opening the office door I lifted my
head and saw a tall man with a white beard staring at me from inside the office,” he said. “At first I was
scared and backed-off a few steps. I finally realised it was our life-size cut-out of Charles Darwin.”
Despite crazy cut-outs and having to hunt down ingredients, Jack’s embracing life and the friends he has
– and is yet to make – here in Darwin.
“IHD life is wonderful,” Jack said. “Here you can talk and make friends with people from dozens of
countries, learning different things and expanding your horizon daily. Residents here are like one big
family – helping each other, playing and studying together, and sharing each other’s dreams.”
“Living in Darwin is very convenient, saving us much commute time. Darwin is also very peaceful and
culturally diversified, which makes our life very colourful.”

IF I COULD LIVE ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD
“I WOULD LOVE TO LIVE WITH A PRIMITIVE TRIBE IN THE AMAZON BECAUSE I WOULD LOVE
TO LEARN HOW THOSE WHO HAVE NOT BEEN AFFECTED BY MODERN CIVILISATION
THINK ABOUT THE OUTSIDE WORLD WITH THEIR INTUITIVE WAY.”

WHAT

I DO FOR

FUN

Out & about at Nightcliff Jetty
during IHD O-week, 2019

“I LISTEN TO MUSIC & READ BOOKS FOR
RELIEF AND PLEASURE. MY FAVOURITE
HOBBY IS READING. READING MAKES
ME FEEL SO CONTENT & HAPPY THAT
SOMETIMES I CAN READ FOR UP TO
10 HOURS WITHOUT GETTING TIRED.
READING CERTAIN BOOKS ALSO HELPS
ME TO LIVE IN THE PRESENT.”
JUNE 2019
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Soccer

Saturday, 1 June
5:30pm
IHD Lawns

Coming up in June

Pool Party

Sunday, 2 June
5pm
IHD Pool

Smoothie Week
Monday, 3 June Friday, 7 June
12pm-1pm
MC Room

End of Semester Party
Saturday, 22 June
6pm
MC Room

Movie Night

Sunday, 23 June
8pm
MC Room

Kakadu Camping Trip
Monday, 24 Wednesday, 26 June
8pm-10pm
MC Room

Pancake Breakfast
Tuesday, 25 June
9:30am
Sitzler Court

Mindil Beach Sunset
Markets Shuttle
Thursday, 27 June
5:30pm-8:30pm
Meet @ Office

Volleyball

Friday, 28 June
5:30pm
IHD Lawns

Coffee & Cake

Saturday, 29 June
7:30pm
MC Room

Movie Night

Sunday, 30 June
8pm
MC Room

For more details please download the IHD Life app, view the IHD website or join the IHD Events Facebook group

IHD’s Casuarina Shuttle Fridays
Departs IHD
5:30pm
6pm
6:30pm
7pm
7:30pm
8pm
8:30pm

Departs Casuarina Square
5:45pm
6:15pm
6:45pm
7:15pm
7:45pm
8:15pm
9pm

Please note the IHD Casuarina Shuttle will not operate on a public holiday

Keep in touch. We mean it!
We’d like to know what you get up
to once you leave IHD - graduating,
travelling, anything and
everything. We want to share
your news and celebrate your
accomplishments!
Head to our website to sign-up
& stay connected to IHD.

Australia’s international sector
Four Corners program raises concerns about the
international student sector in Australia
A recent edition of the ABC’s Four Corners program, Cash Cows, has sent shockwaves through
Australia’s $34 billion university sector.
The program alleged that some Australian universities have become far too reliant on foreign feepaying students to boost revenue, and have subsequently jeopardised the integrity and standing
of Australia’s university sector, the country’s third-biggest export market.
Another concern raised was that some universities have been waiving courses’ English
language requirements, established to ensure international students are set up for success both
academically and socially.
The academics interviewed for the program contended that waiving requirements had not only
led to a spike in academic misconduct but increased mental health problems associated with
academic failure and social and cultural isolation for students.
Other interviewees were concerned that many international students were not interacting with
“local” Australians or enjoying the lush and spacious campus grounds sold to them in glossy
brochures. Instead, they were placed in university campuses in major cities, at times unaware that
the administrative centre for the university was in another state.

One of the universities mentioned in the program was The
University of Tasmania. The University’s Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Rufus Black, has committed to an “external
review to test concerns about international admissions”.
“We want to be a university that is focused on high-quality
education for qualified international students,” Professor
Black said.
JUNE 2019
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18
AGO
AUSTRALIA

MONTHS

SIGNIFICANTLY
TOUGHENED
ENGLISH LANGUAGE
ENTRY STANDARDS

‘‘

Cash Cows also suggested that waiving of language
requirements had a deleterious effect on domestic
students. The program interviewed a former Master of IT
student at Murdoch University in Perth, Daniel Manganaro.
He said he dropped out of a subject because the tutorial
group he was in did not use English.

“We also have made it very clear within our new
institutional strategy that we are taking a rightsized approach and that the march for constant
growth is not part of our future.
“I am concerned, having seen the claims from
Four Corners, that the changes we have been
introducing to align to those two things have
not had enough impact soon enough…
“Today I am constituting a senior group – led
by our provost, the chief operating officer and
the executive director quality and standards –
to oversee admissions until our external
review is complete and its recommendations
are introduced.”
Professor Black also said the university would no
longer be accepting Medium of Instruction (MOI)
letters for international student admissions.
These documents state that a student has
received most of their learning instruction in a
specific language, such as English. These letters
can be used instead of completing English
language testing.
University, student and professional associations
have hit back at the program’s claims, with the
International Education Association of Australia
(IEAA) labelling it as biased and ignorant of the
benefit international students bring to Australia.
“Each time the Four Corners producers focus on
Australia’s international education sector they
seem intent on finding as many negative angles
as possible. Any media outlet can string together
a group of disaffected academics, students and
even education agents,” said the CEO of the IEAA,
Phil Honeywood.
“The fact that the program’s producers and
reporters continually choose to ignore the
incredibly positive outcomes that Australia is
achieving with our 450,000 overseas students is
cause for real concern.”

The CEO of English Australia, Brett Blacker, also
criticised the program’s unbalanced view.
“The English language academic entry
requirements were the focus of a particular
attack from Four Corners on this occasion.
However, no mention was made that only 18
months ago Australia significantly toughened
up its English language entry standards.
This included direct entry pathway agreements
which are now subject to stricter controls by
the national regulator. These regulations are
now regarded as some of the most stringent in
the world.”
Chair of Universities Australia, Professor
Margaret Garner, told Four Corners that
Australian universities are a success story and
data backs this up.
“There is overall evidence that, in fact, the
system holds up. It has good entry standards,
it has good standards in terms of what it takes
to successfully complete a degree,” Professor
Gardner said.
“And there is evidence that we are admitting
students who are able to succeed at about the
rate that is really right for having a high-quality
education system in Australia.”
Mr Honeywood and Mr Blacker also attacked
the program’s producers for editing out much of
Professor Gardner’s interview.
“With this latest program, the Chair of
Universities Australia, Prof. Margaret Gardner,
willingly provided an extensive interview which
the producers chose to make significant and
detrimental cuts to in the editing room,” they
said in a joint statement.
This article has been adjusted
from the original, found here.

NASA WANTS YOUR FAVORITE “MOON TUNES”
NASA has launched #NASAMoonTunes where they’re
asking fans a simple question: “What would you listen to
on the way to the Moon?” NASA is preparing to return to
the moon by 2024, which entails a nonstop journey of
three days each way. As a result, the astronauts need a
“road trip soundtrack.”
Click here to read more online.

MORE THAN 1 MILLION PEOPLE EVERY DAY
WORLDWIDE CATCH AN STI
The vast majority of STI’s are easily preventable and
curable, but some diseases are evolving into super-bug
forms and are becoming increasingly difficult to treat
with antibiotics, the World Health Organisation said in a
recent report.
Click here to read more online.

IPHONE UPDATE: GIVING BATTERY LONGER LIFE
The coming version of Apple’s iPhone operating system
– iOS 13 – comes with a new feature designed to prevent
your iPhone’s battery life from getting shorter and shorter
over time. Those who charge their iPhone overnight
should take note!
Click here to read more online.

NEW ABORTION LAWS PROMPT PROTEST
The new laws amount to the tightest restrictions on
abortion in the US in decades. More than 50 organisations
participated in rallies across the country, and protesters
say they will fight to protect the 1973 Roe vs Wade
decision that established a woman’s right to terminate
her pregnancy.
Click here to read more online.
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Don’t forget to use

#IHDarwin
when you upload your photos!

We’re always on
the lookout for
up-and-coming
writers, artists or
photographers!

STAY IN TOUCH
Make sure you follow
our Facebook page,
closed group and
Instagram to share
your time here!
JUNE 2019

If you have any stories,
artworks or photos
you’d like to share,
send them through
to be shared with
the IHD Community.
elsbeth.pickerin@cdu.edu.au
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Need to log a maintenance job? Not a problem!
The quickest way to have your maintenance request addressed is to log the job online.

1. Head to the IHD Homepage
(http://ihd.cdu.edu.au/)

3. Log in to the portal using these details:
• Username: Studentportal
• Password: CDUIHD

2. Click on the portal button in the top right
corner. It looks like this:

4. Scroll down to ‘Maintenance’ and click on
Log a Job.
5. Log in to the housing portal with the same
details you used for your application.

DARWIN TRIPLE CROWN SUPERCARS
Take your place at the BetEasy Darwin Triple
Crown, Hidden Valley Raceway, Darwin
June 14-16, 2019. This is a huge weekend of
racing and a full-program of on and off-track
entertainment including two nights of concerts
on the Saturday and Sunday.

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO

QUICK-AS
WHOOPIE PIES
• 100g marshmallow creme
• 115g reduced-fat cream cheese,
softened

• 1/4 cup butter, softened
• 12 soft chocolate cookies or
your favourite biscuits

1. For filling, in a medium mixing bowl beat cream cheese and butter
with an electric mixer on medium to high speed until smooth and
fluffy. Fold in marshmallow creme.
2. Spread filling on bottoms of half of the cookies. Top with the
remaining cookies, bottom sides down. For firmer filling, wrap and
chill about 2 hours before serving.
JUNE 2019
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Please do not place
sharp objects (knives,
broken glass, etc.)
carelessly in the bin.
Someone could get hurt.
Please place all sharp
items, heavy objects or
leaking items directly
into the skip bin near
the MC Room.

Please remember to close all doors when you are entering &
exiting. Bedrooms, kitchens, laundries, bathrooms & common
areas are all safer when they are locked behind you. If items go
missing & the door has been wedged open, IHD staff cannot
trace who has entered the room/s.
Do not remove other
residents’ laundry from
a machine if it has not
finished the wash cycle.
Please be considerate of
your neighbours.

If you require access to
a store room, please
make sure you contact
the Office or an RL
between 8am & 10pm.
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While walking, cycling and public transport are the most
sustainable forms of transport, using a motor bike or scooter is
far cheaper and more efficient to operate than a car.
There are over 60 dedicated motorbike spaces at Casuarina
campus that are FREE to park in and close to key destinations in
paid parking areas. Signage at car parks does not tell you they
are free, but see the CDU website for details here – look under
“Parking” then under “Free parking”. Make sure you park in a
space marked M/C or with adjacent signs. If existing motorbike
parking is inadequate or you are regularly using car spaces in
free car parks let CDU Security (or Facilities Management) know
so they can convert car bays nearest to buildings or other key
destinations to multiple M/C bays.
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